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SAFE ARRIVAL 

Parents/guardians are 

reminded that if their 

child will be away  or late 

from school, either be-

cause of illness, trips or 

appointments, they are 

to call the office to in-

form us. Please call our 

attendance line at 

613-824-5455  and 

press 1 to leave a  

message at anytime. 

Thank you for helping us 

ensure that all students 

are safe. 

students are required to show their think-

ing in words, pictures and numbers. This 

information is then used by their teacher 

to “fine tune” their work with the student 

to enhance their problem solving skills. As 

a school team, we are enhancing our 

understanding and application of three-

part lessons to ensure that well planned 

lessons are delivered. Three-part lessons 

involve a getting started or “minds on” 

activity at the start of the lesson. The ac-

tion phase follows which involves stu-

dents solving math problems individually, 

in pairs, or in small groups, and recording 

the mathematical thinking they used to 

develop their solutions. Students then 

plan the strategies, methods, and con-

crete materials they will use to solve the 

problem. In the final stage of the lesson, 

referred to as the consolidation or work 

phase, the teacher oversees the sharing 

of solutions by students, and may employ 

other teaching techniques such as a 

math congress, a gallery walk, or bansho. 

If new methods and strategies were dis-

covered by students during the work 

phase, the teacher will post these on the 

class's strategy wall or use them to devel-

op an anchor chart. Three-part lessons, 

combined with our SLP goals, are result-

ing in rich learning at ECMS! 

 

My door is always open! Please feel free 

to contact me if you have any concerns 

or if I can help out in any way. 

OurSCHOOL Survey 

The OCDSB is committed to creating in-

clusive, safe and caring environments. As 

part of this commitment, along with di-

rection from the Ministry, our schools ad-

minister school climate surveys to stu-

Principal’s Message 

Happy Spring!  

Bon Printemps!  

It is so nice to finally 

have spring-like 

weather to enjoy. 

Our students are 

taking full ad-

vantage of our basketball and 4-

Square courts that were snow covered 

for so long. Our field is drying and it will 

be great to see students taking ad-

vantage of this green space in the 

days to come. 

 

Our school continues to be a vibrant 

hub of activity. Students are engaged 

in exciting work throughout the build-

ing. It is exciting to see students work 

through a challenging problem, devel-

op presentations to share with their 

class, and participate in class discus-

sions. It is a “regular day” at ECMS 

when you walk past a group of stu-

dents shooting a movie for English class 

or when you get tapped on the shoul-

der to participate in a survey for a 

Math data activity. 

 

Cycle 2 of our School Learning Pan 

(SLP) is well underway. In this stage of 

our plan, we continue our work in help-

ing students to develop automaticity of 

multiplication facts up to 12x12. This is 

done through increased practice, 

naming the strategy used to find the 

solution, using manipulatives and other 

visuals, direct feedback and explicit 

teaching of multiplication facts. Apply-

ing multiplication skills to solve word 

problems is a second focus of our SLP 

during Cycle 2. When problem solving, 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Int. Badminton tournament  May 2 

 

Gr. 8s at Mini-Enrichment  May 6-10 

 

Jr. Badminton tournament  May 9 

 

GHS band performing at ECMS May 13 

 

In school Track & Field meet  May 14 

 

Sr. Band at OCDSB Showcase  May 15 

 

Gr. 7 & 8s at Future Building Expo May 16 

 

EQAO Testing            May 21-23 

 

School Council meeting, 6:30 p.m. May 21 

 

Immunization Clinic, HPV & Hep B May 28 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

NE Regional Track & Field meet June 3 

 

Volunteer Breakfast   June 6 

 

Board Track & Field meet  June 13 

 

Feeder School Day   June 14 

 

Jump Rope for Heart   June 19 

 

Gr. 8 Leaving Ceremony  June 26 

 

 

 

dents at least once every two years. The purpose of 

a school climate survey is to better understand stu-

dents’ perceptions about bullying, safety at school, 

and student engagement. We know that when stu-

dents feel safe and welcome at school that they 

are more likely to achieve at higher levels and have 

a stronger sense of well-being. 

 

The school climate survey that has been used by the 

OCDSB since 2012-13 is called the OurSCHOOL Sur-

vey (formerly Tell Them from Me or TTFM) and was 

developed by The Learning Bar. More information 

about this survey is available on the OCDSB website 

(www.ocdsb.ca). On this survey, students are asked 

to answer questions related to school climate, safety 

and bullying as well as their perception of school 

and their sense of belonging. Students are also 

asked to share information on their background, 

including age, gender, and grade. The data from 

this survey will be used by Emily Carr Middle 

School staff to develop strategies to help prevent 

bullying and promote a safe and inclusive school for 

all. 

 

All OCDSB students in grades four to twelve will com-

plete the OurSCHOOL survey at school between 

April 23rd and May 10th, 2019. Emily Carr students 

completed the survey between Tuesday April 24th 

and Friday April 26th.  

The survey is completely anonymous; it does not in-

clude any student names. The survey is also volun-

tary; students can decide whether they want to 

complete the survey, and they can also choose to 

skip any question they do not answer. The survey 

results are reported at an aggregate level only and 

are not linked to any other student data. 

 

The OurSCHOOL survey is an important tool in help-

ing us better meet the needs of our students. We 

look forward to receiving the student information 

collected in the survey so that we may plan for a 

safe and inclusive learning environment for all. 
School Year Calendar 2018-2019 

Victoria Day*               May 20, 2019 

School Council meeting May 21, 2019 

Immunization Clinic: 

HPV & Hep B    May 28, 2019 

P.A. Day **   June 7, 2019 

Report Cards go home June 25, 2019 

Last Day of School  June 27, 2019 

P.A. Day**            June 28, 2019 
*school closed                                    

**no classes for students  

ARE YOU PLANNING ON MOVING? 
We are planning for the next school year. If your child is not 

returning to Emily Carr in September 

because you are moving out of our at-

tendance area, please let us know as soon 

as possible. This information will help us 

plan for September. Please encourage any 

new neighbours in your area to come in 

and register as soon as possible or to give us a call and we will 

be pleased to guide them in this process. 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/
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Office News 

 

A reminder to all families dropping off or pick-

ing up students at school to not drive through 

our bus lane area. Please turn into the parking 

lot. There are cones set outside to help as a 

reminder. Thank you for your cooperation 

and for helping to keep everyone safe! 

 

If your child(ren) needs to leave school early 

for an appointment, sporting event, etc., 

please send a note to school indicating the 

time of departure. Your child(ren) will then 

meet you at the office at the appropriate 

time and sign out. By using this procedure we 

lessen the interruptions to the instructional 

time. We have notepads that can be used for 

notes to school. If you are interested in receiv-

ing a notepad, please have your child stop 

by the office to pick one up.  

 

Technology & Cell Phone Use at ECMS 

 

At ECMS, we are very fortunate to have a 

large bank of Chromebooks and iPads for 

student use under the direction of their teach-

er. Students are also welcome to use their 

personal devices for learning, again under 

the supervision of their teacher, if they prefer.  

Use of technology is not permitted during nu-

tritional breaks and recesses, in our wash-

rooms, locker bays, change rooms, gymnasi-

um or hallways.  

 

Students are welcome to use our office tele-

phone to contact parents/guardians regarding 

emergencies, illness/injury and changes to their 

end of day plans. Students should not be tex-

ting or emailing parents/guardians in these situ-

ations. Student safety is our number one priority 

and it is important that staff is aware of such 

situations. On the flip side of this, please do not 

text or email your child during the instructional 

day. Call the school at 613-824-5455 and the 

office staff will be happy to convey the im-

portant message to them. Changes to the end 

of the day routine should be communicated to 

school staff well before 3:45 pm to ensure trans-

mission of the message before dismissal. 

School Safety Reminders 

 

To help keep our school community safe, if you 

are a visitor to the school we require that you 

sign in at the office and wear a visitor’s tag. 

Thank you to our parents/guardians and guests 

who consistently follow this procedure. When 

we see a visitor tag we know that you have 

signed in. If we do not see a tag, we will ask you 

to sign in and get one. 

Medication at School 

 

If you would like the school office staff to ad-

minister prescription medications, it is mandato-

ry to get your doctor to complete and sign the 

required form available from the office. These 

forms go into a medical log which must be up-

dated annually at the start of every school 

year. This applies as well to students who have 

severe allergies and must use an Epi-Pen. Medi-

cation will be administered to the student upon 

receipt of the completed form, signed by the 

doctor. This also applies to short-term prescrip-

tion and all over-the-counter medications. 

If your child takes medication or has a medical 

condition you can expect to get new forms 

sent home with your child on the last day of 

school. 

Spring Weather   

 

With unpredictable weather upon us, the need 

for warm and dry clothing is essential. Students 

do go outside for recesses unless there is heavy 

rain or extremely cold temperatures. Light driz-

zle will see our students outdoors and we hope 

that all will be dressed for the varying weather 

conditions that are part of our Canadian cli-

mate. 

This newsletter contains important infor-

mation. If you don’t understand it, please 

have it interpreted. Thank you. 

 
Cette lettre contient des informations importantes. 

Si vous ne la comprenez pas, faites la traduire, s'il 

vous plait. Merci. 

 

تحتوي هذه النشرة على معلومات مهمة. إذا لم 
 تفهمها ، فالرجاء تفسيرها. شكرا لكم.

 
Wargeyskan waxa ku jira macluumaad muhiim ah. 

Haddii aadan fahmin, fadlan u turjun. Mahadsanid. 

 

په دې خبر پاڼه کې مهم معلومات شامل دي. که 
تاسو په دې نه پوهيږئ، مهرباني وکړئ دا تفسير 
 کړئ. مننه.
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EQAO 

 

Students in grade 3 and 6 in Ontario write 

the EQAO (Education Quality and Account-

ability Office) assessment of Reading, Writ-

ing and Mathematics in the spring of each 

year. This year, our grade 6 students will be 

writing the EQAO assessment on May 21st, 

May 22nd and May 23rd.  If you have a child 

in grade 6, we ask that you avoid schedul-

ing any appointments during these dates. 

Should you be interested, the EQAO web-

site – www.eqao.com has a comprehensive 

section of parent/guardian resources for 

your information.  

Registration for 2019-2020 

We continue to take registrations for the 

new school year. Please help speed up the 

registration process by checking if you are 

within our boundary by accessing the 

School Locator from the Parent portal on 

the OCDSB website before registering with 

us. When you come to register your child, 

we ask that you bring the following items 

with you: proof of age (eg. birth certificate, 

passport), proof of address, immigration 

documents and any applicable court doc-

uments. If you have any questions, please 

feel free to contact us at 613-824-5455. 

Ottawa Public Health requires proof that 

your child has received proper immuniza-

tion. All children attending school in On-

tario must be immunized against diphthe-

r i a ,  t e t a n u s ,  p o l i o ,  m e a s l e s 

and rubella, unless there is a valid exemp-

tion. For more information, contact the 

Ottawa Public Immunization Program at 

6 1 3 - 5 8 0 - 6 7 4 4 ,  o r  v i s i t  h t t p : / /

www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/reporting-

immunizations.aspx  
 

Transportation 

 

As we head towards the final months of the 

school year, we would like to remind all par-

ents/guardians to ensure we have com-

plete and up to date information including 

addresses, and telephone numbers. The 

details that we have in our system are used 

by the Ottawa Student Transportation Au-

thority (OSTA) to determine eligibility for bus-

ing, along with the setting up of stop infor-

mation for September.  

By ensuring that we have ac-

curate information, we can be 

as organized as possible for 

transportation set up in Sep-

tember 2019. If you wish to 

check on stop information, 

please visit the OSTA website 

during the last week of August 

at: ottawaschoolbus.ca and choose “Login”. If 

your child is eligible for busing, this link will ad-

vise you of the stop information. If you have any 

queries, you may contact OSTA directly at 613-

224-8800 (we are in the East Zone). 

As a reminder, students who were approved or 

an empty seat or specialized transportation ser-

vices in 2018-2019, will need to reapply for the 

2019-2020 school year. Empty seat and special-

ized transportation approval ends with the 

school year. 

 

Students who are in a joint custody arrange-

ment and require transportation to two 

homes may apply for transportation to an alter-

nate home/daycare location based on the 

parties’ access schedule.  All eligibility rules ap-

ply to the second address. Both parents must 

sign the application and schedule. 

Deadline for September 2019 seating is JUNE 1, 

2019. All documents are available at: 

www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/policies/

transportation-for-students-in-a-joint-custody-

arrangement-and-having-two-homes.  Any ap-

plication received after June 1 will be pro-

cessed after September 15 of the school year. 

Students who already have an approved varia-

ble transportation application on file DO 

NOT need a new application, unless one of the 

following parameters has changed:  Address of 

pick up or drop off, and/or access/custody 

schedule. If there are no substantial changes, 

one of the parents MUST submit a signed 

SCHEDULE for the 2019-20 school year, based on 

the previous access/custody schedule. 

Combined Grades 

 

The Ottawa-Carleton District School Board fol-

lows the philosophy of the Ministry of Education 

in recognizing the unique and special charac-

teristics of every student. Our programs are de-

signed to meet individual needs of students in a 

variety of organizational structures within the 

school. 

http://www.eqao.com
http://www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/reporting-immunizations.aspx
http://www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/reporting-immunizations.aspx
http://www.parentinginottawa.ca/en/reporting-immunizations.aspx
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/policies-procedures/variable-transportation-for-students-in-a-joint-custody-arrangement-and-having-two-homes-copy/
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/policies-procedures/variable-transportation-for-students-in-a-joint-custody-arrangement-and-having-two-homes-copy/
http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/policies-procedures/variable-transportation-for-students-in-a-joint-custody-arrangement-and-having-two-homes-copy/
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As outlined in the Ministry of Education’s re-

source document, Combined Grades: Strat-

egies to Reach a Range of Learners in Kin-

dergarten to Grade 6 (2007), a class of com-

bined grades is composed of students from 

two or more adjacent grades who are 

grouped with one teacher for instruction. 

 

Combined classes are often created when 

the number of students does not allow for 

the establishment of appropriately sized, sin-

gle-grade classes. In other circumstances, 

combined grades are created to most effec-

tively meet the learning needs, stages of de-

velopment and/or learning styles of students. 

 

In all classrooms, whether single-grade or 

multi-grade, there is a range of students and 

the teacher’s goal to meet the needs of all 

learners remains the same regardless of the 

classroom organization. 

 

Within a class of combined grades each stu-

dent works towards the achievement of their 

grade-specific curriculum expectations. 

When there are common concepts and/or 

skills across grades, students in the class often 

work together. When there are differences 

between the grades, students work on the 

concepts and/or skills specific to their grade. 

Assessment, evaluation and reporting are 

grade specific. 

 

Current research indicates that multi-grade 

classes foster social growth and independ-

ence, practice in cooperation, respect for 

others and increases motivation to learn. 

Older students act as models and guides for 

their younger peers which give the older stu-

dents an increased sense of self-esteem and 

responsibility. Younger students adjust to 

school and routines more quickly by observ-

ing and imitating their older peers. Both 

groups learn from each other. 

 

The information above can be found on the 

OCDSB’s website at: 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/

DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793 

 

Additional information on Combined Grades 

can be found on the Ontario Ministry of  

Education’s website at:  

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/

combinedClassrooms/

combinedClassrooms.pdf  

and 

 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/

literacynumeracy/combined.pdf  
 

Volunteer Breakfast 

 

So many parents/guardians, 

grandparents, friends and 

community members help us 

out over the course of the 

year. Emily Carr staff will be 

offering light breakfast items, 

coffee and conversation on Thursday, June 

6th. If you have been one of our many help-

ers, we hope you will be able to join us in the 

library from 8:15 to 9:15 a.m.. Invitations will 

be coming home soon, but even if you don’t 

receive one please feel free to drop in. 

Please call the school office at 824-5455 to 

RSVP. 

 

School Activities/Events 

Athletics 

Thunderbirds have been working hard and 

competing on so many levels. 

 

Junior girls basketball went up against some 

stiff competition in the Regional tournament 

at Avalon in March. They came together and 

played as a unified front. They represented 

ECMS well, carrying the team into playoffs 

with class. Way to go girls!!  

 

The  intermediate boys 

basketball team worked 

hard and competed 

against east end teams for a 

great basketball season. 

 

 

http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.ocdsb.ca/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2594793
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/combinedClassrooms/combinedClassrooms.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/combined.pdf
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Intermediate girls’ basketball had a sensa-

tional showing at the Regional tournament 

at Summerside in March. They took one 

game through overtime and dominated the 

other. Into the playoffs and the final game, 

the girls banded together and competed 

with huge heart. Very well done ladies, con-

gratulations to you all! You more than de-

serve you medals.   

 

2 ball competitions kept all of ECMS busy in 

March. The whole school came together to 

cheer on the best shooters just before 

March break. It was so much fun for every-

one! 

 

We are so fortunate to be able to offer 

these ice sports (hockey/ringette) that 

many other schools are challenged to offer. 

The boys hockey team faced some very stiff 

competition at their tournaments this year. 

They pushed themselves through round rob-

in play each time with dedication in each 

tournament.   

Special thanks to Peter Campbell who dedi-

cated his time to coach the team. Thank 

you to Steve Byers and Ian Myers on the 

bench each game. Thank you to all the 

parents who came out to cheer-on and 

support our team. Way to go boys!  
 

The girls hockey team and 

ringette team is two teams in 

one! It was a lot of fun to offer 

the opportunity for the girls to 

learn about the two sports. 

They played in two hockey 

tournaments and one ringette tournament.  

 

The badminton season is about to wrap up 

with competitions early in May. We wish all 

competitors the best of luck. 

 

Next up is Track and Field. We will be hold-

ing an in-school Track and Field meet on 

May 14th in preparation for the NE Regional 

track meet on June 3rd. 

Mrs. Dawson, Mr. Hearty, Mr. White 

Grade 8 School Leaving Ceremony 

For your planning… our grade 

8 School Leaving Ceremony 

will be held in our gymnasium 

on Wednesday, June 26th. The 

official ceremony will take 

place from 10:00 a.m. until ap-

proximately noon. Students are 

asked to arrive at school at the regular time 

(9:15 a.m.). Following the ceremony, students 

and their guests will be invited to a small re-

ception in the Great Hall. After the reception, 

students will enjoy a lunch and dance with 

their classmates. Dress for our students should 

be appropriate for a school leaving ceremo-

ny such as golf shirts and khakis for boys and 

a simple dress, blouse/skirt/pants for girls. The 

school dress code is in effect.  

After many weeks of prac-

tice, during lunch and re-

cess, our Senior and Junior 

bands have accomplished 

many great things. The 

bands are travelling to dif-

ferent schools in May to perform. 

ECMS Senior Band will be performing at the 

OCDSB Music Showcase, Fisher Park Public 

School on May 15th. 

The Junior and Senior Bands will perform at 

Glen Ogilvie and Forest Valley on May 29th. 

Great job to all the kids who have been so 

dedicated to the band programs! 

Ms. Shannon 

 
On Tuesday, June 11th, grade 5 students will 

have the opportunity to try different band 

instruments in anticipation of starting instru-

mental music in grade 6. After the “honk and 

blow” each grade 5 student will bring home 

a preference sheet for next year. Please dis-

cuss this with your child. Having students 

know their instrument ahead of grade 6 helps 

reduce stress and anxiety that a new school 

year may bring. 

Ms. Shannon 

The ECMS Music department is looking for donations of gently used music books 
and instruments. If  you have any collecting dust, send them our way.  

We would gladly put them to good use. 
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Taking Care of Me, Taking Care of We 

 

On May 8th we will be having a "Taking Care 

of Me, Taking Care of We day". It will take 

place at our school. There will be eleven dif-

ferent presentations and your child will par-

ticipate in two of them. The day will start off 

with a schoolwide presentation from we.org. 

Some of our presentations include: The Otta-

wa Humane Society, The Ottawa Inuit Chil-

dren's Centre, The Ottawa Public Library, and 

The Eastern Ontario Resource Centre. 

Mrs. Baker 

Mini-Enrichment Program for grade 8 

 

Some grade 8 students will spend the week 

of May 6-10 at either Carleton University or 

the University of Ottawa. These students will 

have the opportunity to study subjects such 

as literature, drama, film, music, criminology, 

math, law and politics. Students will have the 

opportunity to further develop their abilities 

as problem solvers as well as critical thinkers. 

Students will work with like-minded students 

from many schools across the OCDSB. These 

courses further develop the skills needed to 

inform their Pathway Choices as they begin 

to navigate through the high school setting. 

Ms. Baker 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Spring! 

 

Council has been busy with the continued 

delivery of our food programs.  Most recently 

we have been working on allocating the 

funds raised through the extremely successful 

chocolates fundraiser!  Huge thanks to Nora 

Kennedy for her efforts in managing this pro-

ject and working with the students who iden-

tified the areas of spending for the money 

raised!   $10,000 was divided between all 

kinds of areas including arts, sports, technolo-

gy and clubs!   It was a real pleasure working 

with the students who brainstormed lists of 

ideas for the funds and a great learning ex-

perience for them.   

As we progress into May and June it’s time to 

think about next year’s school council.  If you or 

someone you know would like to join the council 

please reach out and let us know, or come to 

our next meeting to see what it’s all about.    

 

Our next Council meeting will be Tuesday, May 

21st and takes place in the Great Hall. 

See you there! 

 

Rob Cosh & Lesley Ireton (co-chairs) 

 

 

News from the OCDSB 

 

Please find attached the OCDSB CONTINUING 

EDUCATION Newsletter for April/June 2019. We 

invite you to have a look at what is coming up in 

our department this Winter!  

 

Community News 

From time to time the school is asked to distribute in-

formation about activities in the community that may 

be of interest to some parents/students; for example, 

summer camps, sports groups, etc.  This information is 

provided for your consideration only and should not 

be viewed as an endorsement of any particular or-

ganization or activity by the school or its staff. 

 

Gloucester Dragons Soccer runs a youth recreational 

soccer league all summer long. Check out our flyer for 

more information. 

 

The Royal City Soccer Club, a registered non-profit 

community organization, is proud to host their 27th 

annual popular grassroots summer soccer day 

camps...#1 in Canada. The program is designed to 

promote personal development, team building and 

of course, FUN! Uniquely designed to offer a 

soccer focus in the morning and a leisure swim with 

other organized activities in the afternoons to all 

children aged 5 to 13, the program operates during 

all weeks in July and August. Check out the 

website at www.royalsoccer.com for more infor-

mation or call 1-800-427-0536, or check out our flyer. 

http://we.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OS7vJbHLwCO999-cbGLDzZrE1Td6uAFz/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cOtwNloTsyhr_Jo6YSWFr2vOOWqNzWAc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AkZPStVi0JAMXGvxvwudROMHB70cWVr5/view?usp=sharing

